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The Center for Urban Youth & Family Development makes its home 
office on the Westside of Detroit, MI. We renovated a donated property 
to make our office in the Fitzgerald community in August 2012. Since 
our founding in 2009, putting down roots in an inner-city neighborhood 
has always been a radical demonstration of our commitment to Urban 
America. Then – and now – urban places face profound challenges. Be-
ing part of urban America, and confronting these challenges in our daily 
life, is truly part of the makeup of the Center. 
 
We recommitted ourselves to that vision when we invested in reno-
vating that property. That vision drove staff and program growth in the 
6 years since. Our facility was renovated with future growth in mind. 
Empty rooms were an expression of our optimism for increased future 
impact. That optimism has been born out. Over the last 6 years, the 
Center’s outreach has grown. Today, our Semi-Independent Living & 
Learning Center (SIL&LC) is full. With plans to continue our growth, 
efforts are underway to turn another underused property into an addi-

tional SIL&LC. 
 
Over the same time period, our budget has grown year over year. Every single aspect of our work has grown 
in scope and impact. As our outreach efforts grew, we took on new work, often prompted by feedback from 
the youth and families that we serve. At both the municipal and state level, we are active on a broad set of 
issues today. Our Substance Abuse Prevention and Suicide Prevention work doubled and doubled again. We 
also added major focus on Teen Parenting and Fatherhood Development in direct response to need in the 
community. 
 
Our work with youth in and transitioning out of foster-care ranges from community-based living strategies 
to a large-scale effort in Detroit to create more welcoming communities as time and growth reshapes urban 
places. Our engagement with youth reaches from hands-on assistance with our residents to provide life 
skills, substance abuse prevention, and workforce development. 
 
None of this would have been possible without you – our supporters, community advocates, donors, and 
funders. We know that if we are persistent, we can create a better future for our communities, ourselves, 
and future generations. That is the vision and the ethic that our team commits itself to each and every day. 
 
What will the future bring? That depends on what you think the needs are, and what you will help us create. 
We will create the future together. As we do, our commitment to urban youth and family development will 
remain at the center. 
 
With deepest gratitude 

Marsialle Arbuckle 

Marsialle Arbuckle 

Executive Director 

The Center For Urban Youth & Family Development 

 
  

From The Desk of The Executive Director 



2017 was a year of expanding partnerships and 

taking on new challenges for The Center for Ur-

ban youth and Family Development (CUYFD). 

We started off the year with a new event, 

spawned from a new partnership with Commu-

nity Economic Development Association of 

Michigan (CEDAM). The event was called 

“Show Me The Money Day”, it was a free event 

that featured free and low-cost financial prod-

ucts, community resources, and financial work-

shops for our community. We hosted two 

events, one at Hartford Memorial Baptist 

Church and the other at Greater Quinn AME. 

We were able to partner with DTE, MiEnergy, 

Best Bank, The Breast & Cervical Cancer Con-

trol Program of Wayne County, the Detroit Wa-

ter and Sewage Department, and Blue Cross 

Complete, to offer a wide array of financial ser-

vices and community resources to our at-

tendees. Over 150 people attended both 

events and were also served food and refresh-

CUYFD didn’t stop its expanded commu-

nity outreach there. We joined the Hun-

ger Task Force and continued our part-

nership with the St. John Based Health 

Centers HUB Project Advisory Board at 

Martin Luth King Jr. High School. We al-

so joined with the Law Enforcement Of-

ficers and Youth Support Foundation to 

take several youth participants to a Ti-

gers Game. Hartford Memorial Baptist 

Church continues to be one of CUYFD’s 

strongest partners as we collaborated 

on a Safe Sleep Workshop, and a 

“Justice for the People” Prayer Breakfast 

throughout the spring.  

Creating Partnerships and Inspiring Collaboration 



CUYFD employees also attended the Trauma Focused Care Conference to augment our Mental 

Health Frist Aid credentials, in preparation for a new partnership with the Detroit Wayne 

Mental Health Authority to offer Suicide Prevention services. This partnership saw CUYFD 

begin our Suicide Prevention program which include both QPR training and Suicide Prevention 

Training using the Lifelines Suicide Prevention Program. Suicide is a growing problem through-

out our country and suicide rates are steadily increasing throughout the black community, 

and Metro-Detroit as well. CUYFD is at the forefront of prevention and treatment areas in this 

field. Throughout the spring we partnered with Mumford High School to provide our first ever 

suicide prevention workshops during school hours to high school seniors. The classes were 

lead by program Director Marseille Arbuckle, Jr. and Soya Thompson, and taught over 50 

youth methods to prevent, identify, and report suicidal behavior. The QPR or Question, Per-

suade, Refer workshops were lead by executive director Marsialle Arbuckle, Sr. and taught 50 

adults how to prevent suicide by recognizing the signs and referring to a mental health profes-

sional. CUYFD also participated in various Detroit Wayne Mental Health Authority suicide pre-

vention activities throughout the year, such as the Suicide Prevention Skate Party, the Suicide 

Prevention Back to School Rally, and Suicidology conference.  

We also continued our strong 

partnerships with our community 

coalitions and organizations, by 

working closely with the National 

Council on Alcohol and Drug De-

pendency, The Coalition for 

Healthy Youth and Families and its 

members throughout the year. 

We helped to organize and run 

the Safe and Sober Rally present-

ed by DWMHA, MACK Alive, and 

The Milestones Agency at Don 

Boscoe Hall.  

Community Action 



 CUYFD continued to work closely with the 

Michigan Prevention Association, and this year 

we again participated in the MPA Advocacy 

Day in our states capitol, Lansing, Michigan. 

This year CUYFD lead a mixed group of youth 

and concerned citizens to speak to our states 

legislatures and advocate on behalf of preven-

tion efforts. We would like to thank Senator 

Coleman A. Young for taking time out to listen 

to our concerns and give us some great feed-

back. 

CUYFD would like to send a special 

thank you to the students from the 

University of Michigan Health Equity 

Scholars Program who came and 

helped make Detroit a little more 

beautiful. We spent the morning 

weeding the sidewalk and picking up 

trash at our lot on Linwood before an 

unfortunate lawn mower mishap.  

We were blessed to be able to contin-

ue to support our Veterans by attend-

ing the Local on the Lake: Chefs for 

Vets event at the War Memorial. It was 

a beautiful event hosted by No Vets 

Left Behind which has supported many 

CUYFD events in the past. It was an 

honor to be able to return the favor.  

Inspiring Collaboration 



Continuing our community activism throughout 

2017 CUYFD participated in the Beer Tax Coali-

tion to help encourage senators to raise the 

beer tax to prevent alcohol abuse and helped 

to organize the MPA Burning Issues Conference 

to discuss issues that are important to preven-

tion in the State of Michigan. We also attended 

the Community Mental Health Association of 

Michigan Conference to gain further under-

standing of the best practices to address men-

tal health issues in our community.  

CUYFD also marked the beginning of a new endeavor in our efforts to communicate 

with our community and grow our impact. Our executive director was featured on 

WXYZ’s Michigan Healthy Mind TV Show to speak on foster youth, the foster care sys-

tem, and CUYFD’s role in bridging the gap. The episode was so successful that Michigan 

Healthy Mind had to air it several times! This success led to the creation of CUYFD’s 

own show The Urban Review on WHPR in Detroit. The Urban Review is an interview for-

mat show which will feature guests who have or will work with CUYFD to further our 

mission. The show will air live but can also be streamed online via Youtube and Roku. 



The Prostate Cancer Survivors Golf Outing continues to grow, as the 2017 9th an-

nual outing was our biggest year yet. With over 120 golfers, we enjoyed a gor-

geous day at Idyl Wyld Golf Club and ended things off with an excellent banquet 

dinner which made sure everyone was a winner. Though we didn’t have any win-

ners of the brand new car from The Avis Ford hole-in-one competition this year, 

we were able to raffle off a Trip to Mexico thanks to our generous sponsors. We 

look forward to continuing this event and raising money for prostate cancer re-

search and prevention in the future. 

Prostate Cancer Prevention 



CUYFD had another spectacular summer with 

our Summer Youth Employment Program. For 

the 8th consecutive year in a row we were able 

to partner with the City of Detroit’s Growing 

Detroit Young Talent program to host 25 youth 

for our Step Beyond: Summer Youth Employ-

ment Program. Through the summer youth are 

lead through workshops in work force develop-

ment, life skills training, resume building, fi-

nancial literacy, healthy lifestyle choice, self-

empowerment, leadership training, cultural ex-

cursion and 

campus vis-

its to sever-

al local uni-

versities 

and colleg-

es.  

For the second year 

in a row The Youth 

Connection put to-

gether an amazing 

Kayaking Trip to Riv-

er Raisin National 

Battlefield Park in 

Monroe Michigan. This is becoming an annual 

trip that the kids enjoy every year. This summer 

we also included suicide prevention training in 

our program, were joined by Dr. Brown from the 

University of Michigan Presenting info about The 

Black Women's Wellness Project, and attended 

the Faith Based Conference on Opioid Addiction. 

We had two new presenters who lead amazing 

workshops this year: Tristian Layfield from Lay-

field Resume Consulting and Akeem Anderson 

from Artist Heaven. We look forward to having 

them again for our Summer 2018 class. 

2017 summer Youth Employment Program 



Above left: SYEP employees learn the importance of Afri-

can American history at the Charles H. Wright Museum. 

Top Right and Center Left:  SYEP employees go kayaking 

and learn about water conservation and ecology.  

Bottom Left: As part of our Block Beautification program 

we participate in the ARISE Detroit Neighborhood day. 

Our neighbors on the 1500 block if Indiana come out and 

participate in cleaning the block as well. The entire neigh-

borhood joins together to mow the lawns, clean the 

streets, and take care of the vacant lots and houses on 

the block. The day ends with a big BBQ hosted by CUYFD.  

Bottom Right: By virtue 

of our partniership with 

the Henry Ford Commu-

nity Outreach Program, 

CUYFD gets to spend at 

day at the Henry Ford 

Museum. On this day 

youth also got a chance 

to take a tour of the Uni-

versity of Michigan Dear-

born campus and hear 

about their programs. 

2017 summer Youth Employment Program 



Below left: An im-

portant part of our 

summer youth em-

ployment program 

is the landscaping/ 

Block Beautifica-

tion Project. Once 

a week our youth 

clean up the Indi-

ana block to in-

spire pride in our 

city. 

Left: Again, we  

would like to 

thank our amaz-

ing partners at 

The Youth Con-

nection for 

hosting our an-

nual Kayaking 

trip at River Rain  

Bottom right: As part of our Step Beyond: Summer Youth Employment Program we seek 

to give the youth we work with real world experiences in what its like to be a professional. 

One of those experiences is attending and presenting at professional conferences. The 

DWMHA Faith Based Conference on Opioid Addiction is a great opportunity for our youth 

to gain valuable skills suchas work place etiquette, public speaking, and networking. These 

are all valuable skills they will utilize as they enter the work force.  

2017 summer Youth Employment Program 



Mission, Vision, Goals and Objectives Statements 
 
 
 

Mission  
 
Fostered youth emerge from the foster care system vulnerable to substance abuse with little opportunity to obtain higher 
education and/or develop life skills. The Center for Urban Youth and Family Development empowers youth that are in 
and are transitioning out of the foster care system to overcome the struggles and challenges by providing them substance 
abuse prevention, life skills training, and workforce development programs. Drawing from the life experiences of our 
founder, Mr. Marsialle Arbuckle, we open the door to a positive and productive life through education, health, and life 
skills development.  
 

Vision  
 
We envision a community where foster children emerge from the system with equal opportunities in education, health, 
and career. Through our Step-Beyond Program, fostered youth gain valuable tools for approaching their futures with con-
fidence, self-discipline, and a positive attitude. Fostered youth are instilled with the value of hard work and make healthy 
life decisions informed by spiritual, social, intellectual, and emotional awareness. We believe that character, scholarship, 
uplift, and perseverance, combined with friendship, love and truth, will lead to peace, happiness and prosperity.  
 
Through our three-pronged approach of working with foster youth, health care advocacy, and community activism; we 
envisage strong and healthy communities governed by good public policies, which are not only essential for youth transi-
tioning from foster care to flourish, but for all youth transitioning into adulthood. 
 

Goals  
 

To provide educational development and increase awareness among  fostered youth through our Step-Beyond Pro-
gram 

To provide positive role models to increase self-esteem among fostered youth  

To reduce the risk of youth turning to substance abuse by providing structured programs and workforce development 
activities  

To improve the self-sufficiency of fostered youth through the provision of life skills development training and semi-
independent living facilities 

To increase education and awareness for prevention of catastrophic illnesses like cancer, diabetes etc. 
To conduct fundraising activities to allow us to make contributions to Health Care providers for research and health 

management 
To advocate on behalf of the citizens of our community for good public policy that promotes safe and healthy envi-

ronments for us to live in. 

 

The Step Beyond Program:  

Helping Youth Navigate Life One Step at a Time 



Marsialle D. Arbuckle 

Chairman 

Theodore Caldwell 

Vice Chairman 

Connie Mitchell 

Secretary 

Jamillah Caldwell 

Treasurer 

Darnell Jackson Rev. C. Christian Adams 

Terrell Turner Barbara Arbuckle Jerome Morgan 

2017 Center for Urban Youth 

and Family Development  

 

Board of Directors 



Current Employees 

Marseille Arbuckle Jr.— 

Program Director 

 Marseille began employment 

in June 2010 (resigned from Board 

of Directors in order to become an 

employee). Currently works full-

time completing special assign-

ments, i.e. grant writing and 

searching for funding opportuni-

ties, researching and identifying 

nonprofit organization legal/tax re-

quirements, graphic design, photo-

graphing for events writing advo-

cacy position papers, coordinating 

programs and special events, etc. 

He graduated from the University 

of Michigan Ann Arbor in 2010 

with a Bachelor of Arts in Political 

Science and Sociology. Mr. Arbuck-

le Jr. also manages CUYFD’s online 

presence: keeping the website up-

dated, managing the social media 

accounts, and handling online 

marketing and advertising initia-

tives.  



The full financial report is available upon request 





The Center for Urban Youth & Family Development 

15827 Indiana Street  

Detroit Michigan 48238 

PH: (313) 340-3101 

Website: www.cuyfddetroit.org  

Twitter/Instagram @cuyfddetroit        www.facebook.com/cuyfd 

There are never donations to big or to small when it comes to making a difference in the lives of youth that are 

in or transitioning out of the foster care system. CUYFD expresses appreciation to its generous donors in 

2017, and to all those that volunteered their time and services. 

DONORS 

DETROIT WAYNE MENTAL HEALTH AUTHORITY 

NCADD-GDA 

HARTFORD DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION 

DARNELL JACKSON & FAMILY 

THE ARBUCKLE FAMILY 

THE CALDWELL FAMILY 

REV. C. CHRISTIAN ADAMS & FAMILY 

TERELL TURNER & FAMILY 

DR. CONNIE MITCHELL 

INDIANA UNIVERSITY 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY 

HENRY FORD COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-DEARBORN 

FORD MOTOR COMPANY 

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

MORGAN DEVELOPMENT 

SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN OMEGA FOUNDATION 

FAITH COMMNITIES COALITION ON FOSTER CARE 

FRIST PRESBYTERIAN  

LAYFIELD RESUME CONSULTING 

ARTIST HEAVEN 

AVIS FORD 


